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herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice ol ' AHowance and « , « P lTn. T^ S* CLOSED In thls ^Plication. If not included 
THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWAB Ml? IS NOT A WS^^^Tr"!' communication win be mailed in due course, 
initiative of the Office or upon petition by the applet See 37 CFR 1 3^3 Ind MPEP 1308 " ^ *° *™ iSSUe at the 

This communication is responsive to 3/21/2001 . 
The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-12 . 

The drawings filed on 06 April 1999 are acceptable as formal drawings. 
Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S C § 1 19(aWd) or m 
a) HAII b)DSome* c)DNone of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n/Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priorrty documents have been received in this national stage application from the 
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

5. □ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e). 
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7. □ Applicant MUST submit NEW FORMAL DRAWINGS 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review( PTO-948) attached 
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Response to Amendment 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 102 

1 • The amendments to the claims combined with the supplemental amendment received on 
3/21/2001 in paper 6, and which defines and narrows the limitations for claim 1 in which the 
control device of, "an elongated body me chanicall y conn ected in *«ri„ h .t w een two ^n,. „f 
streamer cable", and combined with the sensor for angular position detection and combined with 
the control means to adjust the lateral and vertical position and combined with the amended 
limitation of, « a quick release attach ment interconn ected hetw PP n ^ h of the control crfw 
and the elongated body adapted for releasahle ^.rinp control snHW. to 
body,", overcomes the prior art. These amended limitations with support in the specifications and 
drawings are not found in the prior art of record. The Prior art does not teach the elongated 
control body in series with the streamer cable with vertical and lateral control means and 
combined with the quick release attachment to release the control device. The prior art is over 
come and the 102(b) rejection is removed. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
2. Claims 1, to 12, are allowed. Claim 13, 14, and 15 have been canceled by the applicant. 
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Reasons For Allowance 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The invention teaches a method for lateral and vertical seismic streamer cable control using 
position sensor and control electronics to positioned the towed seismic streamer and provides for 
an improved seismic bird detachment feature which improves the cable and reel retrieval times 
and reduces operating cost, and combined with; 

A. I ndependent claim! (Amended), is allowable over the art of record because the prior art 
does not teach a control device for controlling the position of a marine seismic streamer, the 
device comprising an elongate body mechanically connected in series between two adjacent 
sections of the streamer, and with sensor means in the body for determining its angular position 
in a plane approximately perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the streamer, with two opposed 
control surfaces projecting outwardly from the elongate body, and each control surface being 
rotatable about an axis which in use extends transversely of the streamer, with the control means 
responsive to control signals and with the sensor means for independently adjusting the 
respective angular positions of said two control surfaces so as to control the lateral position of the 
streamer as well as its depth, and with a quick release attachment interconnected between each of 
the control surfaces and the elongate body adapted for reusable securing the control surfaces to 
the elongated body and with; 

B. Cairns^, are allowable as being dependent upon an allowed independent claim. 
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It is these limitations expressed in each of these claims and not found, taught, or suggested i 
the prior art of record, that makes these claims allowable over the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance.". 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Victor Taylor, Art Unit 2862, whose telephone number is (703) 305-4470. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed 
to the group receptionist whose number is (703) 308-0956. 
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